
Job Title: Asphalt Screed Operator 

Position Summary 

The Asphalt Screed Operator is responsible for controlling the screed on the asphalt paver to 
ensure proper depth, width, and smoothness of the asphalt mat. This role is critical to achieving 
final grade, surface quality, and overall paving performance. The Screed Operator works closely 
with the paver operator, foreman, and ground crew to deliver a consistent, high-quality finished 
product. 

 

Key Responsibilities 

• Operate and control the screed to achieve proper thickness, grade, and cross slope  
• Adjust screed settings (angle of attack, extensions, crown) to meet project specifications  
• Monitor material head in front of the screed to ensure consistent flow and mat quality  
• Coordinate with the paver operator to maintain steady paving speed and uniform delivery  
• Set up and maintain automatic grade and slope controls (sonic, ski, or laser systems)  
• Check and match joints for smooth transitions between passes  
• Identify and correct surface imperfections such as waves, dips, or segregation  
• Perform daily equipment inspections and basic maintenance of the screed  
• Ensure screed is clean and properly heated before and during operation  
• Follow project plans, grade stakes, and paving tolerances  
• Maintain communication with the foreman and crew to optimize production and quality  
• Adhere to all safety policies and job site procedures  

 

Qualifications 

• 2+ years of asphalt paving experience, with screed operation preferred  
• Strong understanding of asphalt paving principles, grade, and slope control  
• Experience with automated grade and slope systems (preferred)  
• Ability to read plans, grade stakes, and paving layouts  
• Strong attention to detail and commitment to quality workmanship  
• Effective communication and leadership skills  
• OSHA 10-Hour Construction Certification  

 

Physical Requirements 

• Ability to lift 50+ lbs as needed  
• Stand and work for extended periods in high-temperature environments  



• Frequent bending, climbing, and working around heavy equipment  
• Ability to maintain focus in a fast-paced, high-risk environment  
• Ability to pass and maintain DOT physical  

 

Work Environment 

• Outdoor construction sites with exposure to heat, noise, dust, and fumes  
• Work around heavy machinery and moving vehicles  
• Early mornings, long shifts, and weekend work as required by project schedules  

 

Preferred Skills 

• Advanced knowledge of screed setup and troubleshooting  
• Ability to achieve tight tolerances and smoothness specifications  
• Experience working on highways, commercial lots, and municipal paving projects  
• Understanding of production rates and paving efficiency  

 

Starting Salary: $38-42.50 an hour based on experience 
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